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The formal declaration of performing the pilgrimage, or
hajj—essential to make the rite effective, as in the cases of
prayer and fasting—may be made as early as Shawwal', or
the tenth month, though the Meccan rites do not take place
till the twelfth month, known as the Dhu-el-Hij'jah. Till
recently there have been three ways of getting to Mecca
from Syria. The most arduous and expensive method used
to follow the caravan of the mah'mal, or royal litter, which
used to leave Damascus with an often-described pomp, soon
after the Small Feast. Once when travelling across the
treeless highlands to the east of the Jordan and the Dead
Sea, I came across this route of the hajj-—over one hundred
and fifty camel-paths, now closely parallel, now running
into each other. Here was an appeal to the imagination!
It was easy to people these desolate tracks with a vast multi-
tude, moving toward the south with the gladness of antici-
pation, tinged with apprehension of the dangers of attack
from the Bedawin, who have ever regarded the pilgrims
as their proper prey; and later, with broken ranks, moving
toward the north with the sadness of those who have left
their dead in some strange land or perchance in some way-
side grave.
This caravan route was abandoned in 1908, when the
railway reached Medinah. Tins enterprise, conceived by
the infamous Mzy,et Pacha, is the only claim to public spirit
which that evil genius of the old regime can make. Of the
four million Turkish pounds which he was responsible for
collecting, he is said to have appropriated nothing for him-
self. This large sum was realised in the form of direct gifts
from the faithful over all the world of Islam, especial stamps
to be affixed by Moslems to certain legal documents, arid
levies on the salaries of Turkish officials, who at first were
expected to subscribe one month's salary. The distance
from. Damascus to Medinah is 1301.5 kilometres, or about
813 miles. The charge is twenty paras a kilometre first class
and ten paras second class (about two cents and one cent re-
spectively), with an additional ten francs (or two dollars)
for each through passenger, to be paid to the Arabs by the
railway company in lieu of the bakshish, or blackmail, they

